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Chairs and Speakers Profiles



	DAY 1: December 07, 2021 (Tuesday)

	INAUGURAL SESSION I 10:00 – 11:15 A.M.

· Ms Rathi Vinay Jha, President, Plan India Governing Board and Former Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
Rathi Vinay Jha served in the Indian Administrative Service where as Secretary, Union Ministry of Tourism, she led the team on the ‘Incredible India’ campaign. In her assignment as Director to set up the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), the concept of Fashion Education was introduced for the first time in India. Ms Jha has also served after retirement as Secretary General of the World Travel and Tourism Council, India. She is the Founder Chairperson of the Indian Heritage Cities Network, a UNESCO NGO. She is on the board of a number of other trusts and societies addressing the development sector. She is currently the Chairperson of the India Foundation of Arts as well as a Trustee of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts (IGNCA).

· Mohammed Asif, Executive Director, Plan India
Mohammed Asif is the Executive Director of Plan India since December 2019 and Chair of the Sphere India Executive Committee since 2018.  He has more than 21 years of development and humanitarian experience. He has been with Plan India since 2006.  Prior to Plan India he has worked with Action Aid International India. He is the Alumni of the Department of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi, and has written several research articles and papers on poverty and development, urbanisation, good governance and gender equality.

· Shri Sriram Haridass, Representative India and Country Director Bhutan a.i., United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
Sriram Haridass, a national of Sri Lanka, brings with him over 18 years’ experience in strategic planning and programming, in both development and humanitarian contexts. Prior to joining UNFPA India, he served in UNFPA Sierra Leone, where in addition to overseeing the implementation of large-scale donor funded projects, he also coordinated UNFPA’s response to the Ebola crisis. Before that, Mr Haridass spent nearly nine years with UNHCR in Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and South Sudan. Mr Haridass holds a Master's degree in Law and Human Rights (LLM) from the University of London, and a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration (BBA) from Curtin University of Technology, Perth. He is passionate about the rights and choices of women and girls and a strong believer in amplifying the voice of youth and adolescents. 

· Dr Dnyaneshwar Manohar Mulay, Member, National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
Dr Dnyaneshwar Manohar Mulay is from the 1983 batch of Indian Foreign Service and has served in several capacities, including the Consul General of India, New York, High Commissioner of India, Male, and Secretary (CPV & OIA), Ministry of External Affairs. Dr Mulay is also a successful writer and has written over 15 books which have been translated in Arabic, Dhivehi, Urdu, Kannada and Hindi. His magnum-opus – Maati Pankh ani Akash, written in Marathi, has received immense popularity and has also been prescribed in the Arts curriculum at the North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon (Maharashtra). He has inspired several socio-educational projects including Balodyan, an orphanage in his native village and the Dnyaneshwar Mulay Education Society, which seeks to introduce innovative concepts like Global Education. The D.Y. Patil University of Mumbai honoured him with Doctor of Literature (D.Litt.) (honoris causa) for ‘exemplary contribution to society’ in January 2017. A documentary titled ‘Gypsy’ and a book titled ‘Dr Dnyaneshwar Mulay – Passport Man of India’ celebrate his life and work. Dr Dnyaneshawar Mulay is also serving as Chairperson of Pravasi Bhatiya Academic And Scientific Sampark (PRABHAAS) as well international operation of the CSIR. 

· Major General Manoj Kumar Bindal, Executive Director, National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM)
Major General M K Bindal is presently the Executive Director, National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM). He was commissioned into the Corps of Army Air Defence in December 1985. An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Major General Bindal is a graduate of the Defence Services Staff College and has attended the prestigious Higher Command Course at the Army War College besides excelling in all other career courses in the army. He holds a master’s degree in Defence and Strategic Studies as well as Masters of Philosophy in Defence and Management Studies. During his more than three decades of service, he has held important command and staff assignments. Major General M K Bindal served as the Provost Marshall in the United Nations Mission in Mozambique where he was deeply involved in the liquidation of the mission. He has been the Director, Centre for United Nations Peacekeeping (CUNPK) in New Delhi. For three years he was also the Secretary of the International Association of Peacekeeping Training Centres.
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	PLENARY SESSION | 11:30 A.M.–01:00 P.M.

Build Back Better with Girls 

Chair: Ms Upma Chawdhry, Ex Union Secretary, Government of India & Director, Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie
Upma Chawdhry has an experience of more than 35 years in the Indian Administrative Service with work encompassing a variety of responsibilities in public dealing, service delivery, programme implementation, policy formulation and co-ordination across sectors including HR, finance, education, tourism, animal husbandry, sports, youth affairs, energy, agriculture, art & culture, industry, women & child development. Upma has represented India at various bilateral, multilateral and international fora including Codex Alimentarius, WTO, OIE and dealt with several UN organisations such as UNICEF, UNESCO, UNV, WHO etc. At the UN, she is a member of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA), New York.  She was also the Rapporteur of the Committee in 2018 and the Chairperson of the Working Group for the United Nations Public Service Awards in 2019 and she was also a member of that Working Group for three years. She was the first woman Director, and the only one to-date of the prestigious Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration in Mussoorie that trains officers of the Civil Services of the Government of India and Bhutan. Upma retired from the senior most administrative post of Secretary to Government of India in December 2020.

Speakers: 

Dr Indira Chakravarty, Padma Shri and Public Health Specialist
Dr Indira Chakravarty is a renowned academician and her entire efforts have been targeted towards using scientific evidence for improving basics of public health related to environmental science, nutrition and food security, food safety, water, sanitation and hygiene. Prof Indira Chakravarty has the highest degrees in academics which are Ph.D and D.Sc in Science. She is a Fellow of several renowned National and International scientific bodies including International Medical Science Academy, International Water Academy, Institution of Chemists, International College of Applied Nutrition (USA), National Environmental Sciences Academy, Indian Public Health Association. Prof Indira Chakravarty received the prestigious Padmashri award from the President of India in 2014 for her lifelong achievements. She is recipient of the prestigious highest Eduardo Sauma Award from FAO of the United Nations on her work with Street Foods, Presidents Global Leadership award in Public Health, United States of America from USF in 2009, Indira Gandhi National Priyadarshini Award, Uday award for life time achievement, Uday from Rotary International and many more. She studied at the Presidency College and then the Science College in Kolkata and was subsequently trained as a WHO fellow in several renowned organizations and universities in the U.S. She has been affiliated to prominent government organisations in the country. 

She also serves as a Director or Chairperson of advisory bodies of national and state level government departments, UN agencies, NGO and CSR programmes (for examples refer below from bio sent by Mra Chakravarty). Additionally, she is a Member, Advisory Board on Water Week, Singapore Water Convention, PUB, Govt. of Singapore and Member, International Board of Advisers, International Inst. of Global Health, United Nations University (UNU). Formerly she was the Addl. Director General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family welfare, GOI; Director & Dean, All India Inst. of Hygiene and Public Health, MOHFW, GOI.
Dr Neelam Singh, Secretary and Chief Functionary, Vatsalya
Dr Neelam Singh is a gynecologist by profession but a social entrepreneur by choice. A doctor from KGMC, Lucknow she is an expert in the field of gender and adolescent health issues in India. She is a founder member and chief functionary of Vatsalya (a not-for-profit organization) set up with the mission for saving the unborn girls in Uttar Pradesh. With a wide experience and technical expertise of 25 years, she has been awarded with 15th Rotary India Award (2006) and Acharya Vinoba Bhave Award (2001) for pioneering efforts in northern India to curb sex selective elimination of the girl child. She was appointed jury member to support #100women campaign by Ministry of Women and Child Development. Under her leadership, Vatsalya has received Rani Laxmibai Award, a state government award to work for the cause of girl child in 2017 and 2018.

Mr Soumya Guha, Director of Gender Transformative Policy and Practice, Global Hub, Plan International
Soumya Guha has extensive development and humanitarian leadership experience in West Africa, South Asia and South East Asia with UNICEF, ORBIS and Plan International. He is currently the global Director of Gender Transformative Policy and Practice (GTPP) at Plan International. The GTPP team brings together policy, advocacy and programming excellence, building coherence and focus towards gender transformation. Soumya represents Plan International in the Joining Forces Global Steering Committee - a global alliance of 6 International child focused organizations - ChildFund International, Plan International, Save the Children, SOS Children's Village, Terres Des Homes and World Vision - working towards promoting child rights and preventing violence against children. He is passionate about intersectional feminism and co-chairs Plan’s Global Anti-Racism Council. 

Mr Ashok Kumar, Executive Director, Dr A V Baliga Memorial Trust 
Ashok Kumar has been working for the betterment of under privileged women and children for over 25 years. He started his professional career as a lecturer and later joined as Research Associate with MKSK Foundation for seven years. He served Bal Sahyog, Delhi as its Executive Director from 2013 to 2015. Currently, he is working as the Executive Director of Dr AV Baliga Trust. He is also National Convener, CACL Advocacy Unit, member of the Inspection Committee for Shelter Homes, DCPU, GNCTD, North West, Delhi and Member & Board of Directors of Hope Project Charitable Trust. He was nominated as Member, Delhi Legal Service Committee by Chief Justice of Delhi High Court. Mr Kumar has been Awarded and appreciated for Social and Relief works by various organizations including Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR). 






	Towards Inclusive and Quality Education for Girls | 2:00 - 3:30 P.M.

Chair: Dr Sanjai Bhatt, Professor, Delhi School of Social Work, University of Delhi
Dr Sanjai Bhatt is a highly proactive academician and is presently working as Professor of Social Work at Delhi School of Social Work, University of Delhi since 2001. Dr Bhatt has been into teaching, conducted research and implementing action based projects from last 44 years. He has also taught in the Department of Social Work at various other universities. He is associated with a number of social movements and civil society organizations such as Center for Community Economics and Development Consultant Society (CECOEDECON) in Jaipur, South Asian Network for Sustainable Agriculture and Development (SANSAD) in New Delhi, South Asia Partnership (SAP India) and Association of Schools of Social Work in India (ASSWI). He is one of the founder members of Delhi based advocacy group PAIRVI, NGO SOHAM and Treasurer of National Association of Professional Workers in India (NAPSWI). He has been an elected Executive member of International Committee of NGO Forum of Asian Development Bank based in Philippines. Presently, he is involved as a national convener of a country-wide campaign to enact a legislation for Council for Social Work Education. 

Speakers: 

· Dr Sunita Gandhi, Vice-Chair, India Literacy Board, Former Economist, World Bank, Washington D C, Founder-CEO, DEVI Sansthan-Dignity, Education, Vision International
Dr Sunita Gandhi is the Vice-Chair, India Literacy Board and former Economist, World Bank. She is the Founder-CEO of DEVI Sansthan, Dignity Education Vision International, and the Founder- Convenor of the Global Dream Disruptive Literacy: A Global Partnership. She is also the founder of Council for Global Education USA and has travelled to and studied education systems in 49 countries. She has established schools in Iceland, the Czech Republic and India. She is also the Honorary Chief Academic Advisor of her family run City Montessori School, Lucknow that is the winner of UNESCO Prize for Peace Education.

· Ms Kanchan Devrari, Joint Director, State Council of Educational Research & Training (SCERT), Government of Uttarakhand
Kanchan Devrari has worked as an academic and administrative head of department in different offices of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. She possesses vast experiences in pedagogy, andragogy and educators’ training. She has been working as Joint Director, SCERT Uttarakhand since 2014. She has also worked as Principal of Government Girls Inter College, lecturer in DIET and Government Girls Inter College. 

· Ms Sonali Khan, Managing Director, Sesame Workshop India
Ms Sonali Khan leads Sesame Workshop’s educational mission in India to create innovative and engaging content that maximizes the educational power of all media to help kids grow smarter, stronger and kinder. As the Managing Director of Sesame Workshop India, Sonali spearheads a multiplatform initiative that combines the power of mass media with educational outreach to prepare children for school and life. Under her leadership, the organization develops and implements ground breaking programs to reach children everywhere – especially those who need it most. She is a proud recipient of the prestigious Nari Shakti Puruskar (Women’s Empowerment Award) from the President of India and Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship for her work in ending child marriage.  

· Mr Rishikumar Singh, Head - Strategy & Communication, YUVA Unstoppable
Rishikumar Singh, popularly known as Positive Rishikumar comes from a strong background in Leadership, Administration and Management. His core strength is to empower youth, maximise their potential & skills for nation-building, and drive them to live a sustainable lifestyle. He has over 15 years of experience in a leadership position with organisations and companies based in India and the USA. He left his corporate career and devoted his life to the empowerment of young people in India. He has mobilised over 50 thousand volunteers from institutions and corporate in Swachhta Mission initiatives to create awareness amongst more than three lakh people across Gujarat, Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.  His deep interest in social work has led him to work in the mentorship of Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Late President Dr Kalam for the cause of education and digital India Initiatives to improve the quality of education in Govt schools. He received “Target 3 Billion” book as an award signed by Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. He has also received an appreciation letter from PM Narendra Modi for the CSR initiative in 2014. Shri Manohar Lal Khattar (CM Haryana) honoured him with a letter of appreciation for support amid lockdown. 

· Ms Geetanjali Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department of Elementary Education, Miranda House, University of Delhi
Ms Geetanjali is associated with Department of Adult, Continuing Education and Extension as a Research Scholar. She likes to work with children. She had worked as a Natural Science teacher in Delhi government schools under Directorate of Education. Her area of interest is Curriculum Studies, Critical Identity Development, Gender Studies, Guidance & Counseling, Science Education and Teacher Education.

· Dr Rajni Wadhwa, Director, Programme Implementation, Plan India
Dr Rajni Wadhwa is a Public Health specialist. She brings expertise in Health, Nutrition, Education and Gender. Rajni works as Director – Program Implementation at Plan India and leads different projects on Inclusive and Quality Education amongst many others across 100 districts in the country.






	Advancing Gender Equality in Food Security and Nutrition for all Girls | 2:00 - 3:30 P.M. 

Chair: Dr Indira Chakravarty, Padma Shri and Public Health Specialist
Dr Indira Chakravarty is a renowned academician and her entire efforts have been targeted towards using scientific evidence for improving basics of public health related to environmental science, nutrition and food security, food safety, water, sanitation and hygiene. Prof Indira Chakravarty has the highest degrees in academics which are Ph.D and D.Sc in Science. She is a Fellow of several renowned National and International scientific bodies including International Medical Science Academy, International Water Academy, Institution of Chemists, International College of Applied Nutrition (USA), National Environmental Sciences Academy, Indian Public Health Association. Prof Indira Chakravarty received the prestigious Padmashri award from the President of India in 2014 for her lifelong achievements. She is recipient of the prestigious highest Eduardo Sauma Award from FAO of the United Nations on her work with Street Foods, Presidents Global Leadership award in Public Health, United States of America from USF in 2009, Indira Gandhi National Priyadarshini Award, Uday award for life time achievement, Uday from Rotary International and many more. She studied at the Presidency College and then the Science College in Kolkata and was subsequently trained as a WHO fellow in several renowned organizations and universities in the U.S. She has been affiliated to prominent government organisations in the country. 

She also serves as a Director or Chairperson of advisory bodies of national and state level government departments, UN agencies, NGO and CSR programmes (for examples refer below from bio sent by Mra Chakravarty). Additionally, she is a Member, Advisory Board on Water Week, Singapore Water Convention, PUB, Govt. of Singapore and Member, International Board of Advisers, International Inst. of Global Health, United Nations University (UNU). Formerly she was the Addl. Director General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family welfare, GOI; Director & Dean, All India Inst. of Hygiene and Public Health, MOHFW, GOI.

Speakers:

· Dr Unni Krishnan, Global Humanitarian Director, Plan International
Dr Unni Krishnan is the global humanitarian director of Plan International. He has worked on health, humanitarian issues and situations on the frontlines for more than 20 years. He is trained as a physician from Madras University, humanitarian worker from Geneva University and in conflict management from Selly Oak Colleges. He has held leadership positions in some of the leading development and humanitarian agencies such as Oxfam, ActionAid, Plan International, Save the Children and War Child. He has provided strategic direction and has led multi-disciplinary and multi-national teams, managed large scale humanitarian and health responses in complex settings in more than 40 countries.

· Dr Shariqua Yunus, Head of Nutrition Unit, WFP India
Dr Shariqua Yunus graduated in medicine from the Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College, Aligarh in 2001. She is a gold medalist in Community Medicine and subsequently did her post-graduation in Community Medicine from the same college in 2005. She holds a diploma in Public Health Nutrition from the Public Health Foundation of India and has also been trained on the management of nutrition in emergencies by the University College of London and Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre. She has worked on the ASHA project under the National Rural Health Mission with the training division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. She has also worked as the focal point for Nutrition at the World Health Organization, Country Office for India. Currently, she is working as the Head of the Nutrition and School feeding unit at the World Food Programme office in India. She has to her credit several research papers in various national and international journals. Her main areas of interest are maternal and child health, infant and young child feeding and links between disease and nutrition. 

· Mr Sarbjit Singh Sahota, Disaster Risk Reduction Specialist, UNICEF India
Sarbjit Singh Sahota works at UNICEF as a Disaster Risk Reduction Specialist. He is an Architect and Urban Planner with over 25 years of professional experience in steering development and humanitarian strategies and programmes within UNICEF and other frontline humanitarian agencies.  He has worked in the domain of child centred disaster risk reduction, risk informed development planning, humanitarian response, capacity development, conservation of historic urban precincts and urban planning and design. In recognition of his contribution to policy planning and implementation of DRR and humanitarian programming, in 2005 he was included in the ‘International Visitor Leadership Programme’ by Department of State, Government of USA.

· Dr Shivani Dhar, Nutrition Officer, UNICEF, Bihar 
Dr Shivani Dhar is a medical doctor with over 20 years of experience in health and nutrition programmes, having worked in UNICEF Bihar for past nine years.  She has extensive experience of working with state government and communities in improving Infant and Young Child feeding, SAM management, adolescent and maternal health & nutrition initiatives.  

· Shri Deepak Meena, District Magistrate, Siddharthnagar, Govt of Uttar Pradesh 
Deepak Meena is an IAS Officer of 2011 batch from Uttar Pradesh cadre and currently serves as District Magistrate and Collector of Siddharthnagar since June, 2019. Coming from Rajasthan, he has completed his bachelor in technology from prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur. Post completing the IAS training from LBSNAA, Mussorie, he completed his district training from Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh. Shri Deepak Meena got his first posting as Joint Magistrate of Azamgarh in 2013 and was later made Joint Magistrate of Aligarh in 2014. Post that, Shri Deepak Meena served as Chief Development Officer of Bulandshar, Aligarh, Agra, Mainpuri and Saharanpur from 2014 to 2016 and took charge of District Magistrate and Collector of Sharawasti in 2017. Under his administrative guidance district Siddharthnagar is among top 10 aspirational districts of India on development indicators set by Niti Aayog.

· Mr Rajeev Kumar Singh, General Secretary, Dr Shambhunath Singh Research Foundation (SRF) 
Rajeev Kumar Singh is active in development sector since last 31 years. Being the founder General Secretary of Dr Shambhunath Singh Research foundation, he has been guiding the programme implementation team of the organization for the last three decades. A Post Graduate in Social Works from Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi and Post Graduate diploma in Industrial Relations and Personnel Management from Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, Mr Rajeev Kumar Singh is a known Child Rights and labour rights Activist and continuously advocates for the protection and safeguarding of Child Rights. He is also the founder of multiple social activist organizations, including Bal Paharua, Human against Child Labour. During the last three decades, under his leadership, the Foundation has implemented many child centered, nutrition and protection focused community development programmes with UNICEF, WFP, CRY, Plan India, Save the Children, Care, USAid among many others. The SRF Foundation has been instrumental in setting up a multi-sectorial convergence model at state level and nutritional rehabilitation center in districts of Uttar Pradesh through advocacy and lobbying work. 



	Ensuring Mental Health and Well-being for Girls | 3:45 - 5:15 P.M. 

Chair: Ms Preeti Sudan, Former Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India
Preeti Sudan, retired as Union Health Secretary in July, 2020, after nearly thirty seven fruitful years, especially the last six months, during which she handled the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to this, she was Secretary, Department of Food & Public Distribution.

She also served in Women and Child Development & Defence Ministries. In the State, she handled Finance and Planning, Disaster Management, Tourism and Agriculture. She is M.Phil in Economics and MSc in Social Policy and Planning from LSE. Amongst her notable contributions have been initiating two major flagship programmes of the country i.e. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Ayushman Bharat, Legislation on National Medical Commission, Amendments to the MTP Act, Allied Health Professionals Commission and Ban of E-cigarettes. 

Ms. Sudan was also Consultant with World Bank. She served as Chair of COP-8 of Framework Convention on Tobacco Control; Vice Chair of Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health; Chair of Global Digital Health Partnership, and member of WHO’s Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. 

Speakers: 

· Dr Achal Bhagat, Senior Consultant Psychiatrist and Psychotherapist, Apollo Hospitals; Chairperson, Saarthak; Chairperson, AADI
Dr Achal Bhagat is a Senior Consultant Psychiatrist and Psychotherapist with over thirty years of experience. He has been practising in Delhi at Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals since 1995, and heads a multi-disciplinary mental health team. He is the Chairperson of Saarthak, a group of mental health organisations working on the issues of Mental health in South Asia. He is also the current Chairperson of Action for Ability, Development and Inclusion (AADI), an organization working for the persons with disability. He did his training in Psychiatry and Psychotherapy from PGIMER Chandigarh and Oxford, UK. He has pioneered innovative public health initiatives for mental health in India since 1995. Dr Achal Bhagat has worked as a consultant on Mental Health with organisations like UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNODC, JPAL etc and has assisted Judicial Processes across South Asia on mental health. He has trained nearly 5000 barefoot counsellors across South Asia and has also trained mental health professionals on skills for cognitive behaviour therapy, family therapy and on mental health and inclusive development. He has authored fifteen manuals on mental health and has been actively contributed to the print and electronic media. Dr Bhagat sees himself as a mental health activist and is actively involved in rights movement for gender rights, rights of persons with disability and rights of persons with mental illness.

· Dr Shekhar Seshadri, Psychiatrist and Former, Senior Professor, Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Former Dean - Behavioural Sciences Division and Former Director, NIMHANS
Dr Shekhar is a child psychiatrist with 40 years of experience in the field of child mental health but his work extends beyond the clinical population, amongst others, to children in institutions, educational spaces and in the context of law, across the country as well as the South Asia region. An artist and musician, he uses a number of creative methodologies in child mental health interventions, including theatre in development approaches. He was part of national deliberations on the POCSO Act 2012 during its drafting, and has been an active part of the debates around the December 2015 Juvenile Justice Act on children in conflict with the law. He has also engaged extensively as a member of working groups of the National Commission for Protection of Rights of the Child on issues such as substance abuse and elimination of corporal punishment in school. He also engages in training and capacity building programmes for students of mental health disciplines and mental health care professionals, community health workers, teachers, government and non-government staff and counsellors and Judicial personnel. 

· Ms Nirmala Pandey, Child Protection Specialist, UNICEF  
Nirmala Pandey is a Child Protection Specialist with UNICEF India Country Office, New Delhi. Her core responsibilities include implementing UNICEF’s child protection programming and policy addressing violence against children, mental health and psychosocial support and prevention of child labour, trafficking and unsafe migration. She has more than 15 years of experience of working on child rights and gender-transformative programming with Government and UNICEF.

· Dr Anil Paranjape, Executive Director, Community Aid and Sponsorship Programme (CASP) 
Dr Paranjape completed his MBBS and MD from the Armed Forces Medical College, Pune and subsequently served in the Indian Army Medical Corps for more than 21 years. Subsequently, he has been working with the development sector with various NGOs. He has been a visiting faculty at the Symbiosis Institute of Health Sciences and School of Health Sciences in University of Pune. He also serves as a guide for MPH students of University of Pune. He has been employed with CASP since 2010 and is responsible for the functioning of the organization.

· Ms Nandita Bhatla, Director – Programmes, CorStone
Nandita Bhatla currently serves as Director, Programmes and oversees all CorStone programmes in India, leading the design, planning, training and monitoring. She is a key member of CorStone’s scalability team, working to ensure strategic approaches to scale-up of CorStone’s resilience-based Youth First and Girls First programmes aimed at improving overall wellbeing and promoting mental health of marginalized adolescent youth in India.

Prior to this, Nandita was a Senior Technical Specialist and thematic lead for the gender, violence and rights portfolio at the Asia Regional Office of the International Center for Research on Women (ICRW). She has expertise in gender mainstreaming, gender analysis, primary prevention of gender-based violence. She is an active contributor to strategic advocacy networks, constantly striving to link policy dialogue with field realities. Nandita was part of pioneering efforts to set up residential schools for adolescent girls for continuing education in Uttar Pradesh and training a team of rural, neo-literate women in journalism, to produce an award-winning local newspaper.





	Towards Eliminating Gender-based Violence in all its Forms | 3:45 - 5:15 P.M.  

Chair: Dr Renu Golwalkar, Director, Gender, youth and social inclusion, Engender Health
Dr Renu Golwalkar is Director for Gender, Youth and Social Inclusion with EngenderHealth and she provides technical leadership and support to countries in Africa and Asia. She has over 18 years of experience in gender transformative and youth friendly programming in the context of Sexual and Reproductive Health, Gender based Violence, male engagement, women’s economic empowerment and life skills. Dr Golwalkar has a Doctorate (PhD) in Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) for young people and Masters in Social Work. She has extensive experience of multi-sectoral GBV response work, with special focus on engaging women, men, communities and the health systems. In her professional experience, she has focused on demystifying and simplifying the models and frameworks for gender transformative change and building capacity of teams. 

Speakers: 

· Ms Nayana Chowdhury, Director - Program, Breakthrough India
Nayana Chowdhury leads the Programs at Breakthrough. She comes with over two decades of experience in the development sector. She has a Master’s in Social Work from University of Delhi and has worked on rights of Dalits and Tribes in the grassroots in India. Nayana is a passionate gender rights worker who has had the opportunity of working with reputed philanthropies such as IKEA Foundation and Tata Trusts as Grant Manager overseeing multi-state and multi-country grants. She has developed, implemented, managed, monitored, and evaluated programmes with focus on marginalised groups in Asia and Africa. She has also been a trainer-facilitator focussing on human rights in an international human rights’ organisation. She has always pushed the boundaries of her formal job-description and walked the extra mile to get most out of each development intervention that she has led.

· Dr Karnika Seth, Cyberlaw Expert & Founder, Seth Associates
Karnika Seth is an internationally renowned Cyberlaw expert and the founder of Seth Associates. Dr Seth is also the Chairperson of Lex Cyberia at Seth Associates, the World’s first integrated cyberlaws research, forensics and legal consulting centre. Dr Seth has been consistently ranked by global business community as topnotch cyber lawyer, an IT Expert & a prolific author, policymaker & educator. Dr Seth practices law at the Supreme Court of India, Delhi High court & other legal forums and is principal legal advisor to many multinational groups and government entities. She has been empanelled as a member of the Working Group of International Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) formed to design the Policy framework impacting global domain registration services and is also a part of expert panel of UNICEF working on children safety in the online world and actively associates with International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children (ICMEC) in its cyber awareness activities in India. She is also associated with the International Telecommunication Union’s initiatives and is a member of the global cybersecurity forum. On the UN International Women’s day, she received the Great Indian Women Award in 2021 from the Indian Observer Post and the Eminent CIO of India Award in 2021. She was also conferred the title of Super Cyberwoman by Cyberpeace Foundation in 2021. 


· Ms Shalini Kamath, Domestic Violence Evangelist and Independent Director on Boards of Abbott, Borosil Renewables and Ambit Finvest 
Shalini Kamath is an Independent Director on the Boards of Abbott India, Ambit Finvest and Borosil Renewables. As an entrepreneur, she assists with organizational and individual change and transformation. She is an Advisory Board member with an NGO TRRAIN focused on creating livelihood for people with disability. She has been the Chairperson of FICCI’s Women on Corporate Boards mentorship programme. For over two decades, she led the Human Resources function at ChevronTexaco, Star, KPMG and Ambit for their India operations. Prior to that, she was the Deputy Marketing Director at Raytheon India. She began her career in Zambia and Botswana where she worked for 12+ years in tripartite partnership community development projects. She is an MBA graduate from Edinburgh Business School, UK, trained at Harvard Business School in Change and Transformation, a certified Leadership Coach and a Zenger Folkman and Hogan facilitator. She is an evangelist and a voice against Domestic Violence.

· Ms Krista Zimmerman, Director of Influencing and Programs, Asia-Pacific, Plan International 
Krista Zimmerman is the Director for Influencing and Program for Plan International Asia-Pacific Hub. She leads the organization’s regional influencing and programme team, which is focused on gender-transformative advocacy, civil society strengthening, research, and programme strategy in Asia-Pacific. Working through 15 country programmes and five national offices in Asia-Pacific, Plan International helps to advance girls’ rights and gender equality. Before joining Plan, Ms Zimmerman worked for several other non-governmental organizations and practiced labour and human rights law in the private sector. She holds a Juris Doctor from the University of Notre Dame.

· Ms Shanu Somvanshi, Young Health Programme Lead, Plan India
Shanu Somvanshi is an experienced development professional with technical expertise in health, gender, livelihoods, and innovation. Her career focused on reducing income poverty, promotion of gender wage parity, and youth advocacy on receiving health services. She has expertise in the design and implementation of projects from district level to multi-nation level (United Kingdom, Uganda, Malawi, India, Gautemala, Cameroon, and Kenya). She is adept at evidence strategic planning, stakeholder management, partner management, team management, capacity building, documentation and advocacy. She has been associated with international organizations (Plan International Global Hub, Plan International India, and International Development Enterprises, India) and has managed diversified projects. She is in the final semester of PhD in feminist studies. She is a member of Innovation Accelerator Group (IAG) that reviews and support Innovation project application.






	
DAY 2: December 08, 2021 (Wednesday)

	PLENARY SESSION | 10:00 – 11:15 A.M.

Equal for Better - How CSR can contribute to advancing gender equality?

Chair: Mr Atul Dhawan, Chairperson, Deloitte India 
Atul Dhawan is the Chairman at Deloitte India and brings considerable experience in governance, strategy and other areas. Atul also represents India on Deloitte’s Global Board as well as the Asia Pacific Board. Until recently, he was the Chief Strategy & Innovation Officer responsible for formulating, communicating, and monitoring the organisation’s strategy as well as the innovation & start-up ecosystem programmes. Over the years, he has held other leadership roles that include Regional Managing Partner for the North region and National Leader for Client programmes as well as Brand & Communications. A Deloitte partner for almost 30 years, Atul has 40 years of experience starting in audit, with a distinguished record of service to key clients. With his multi-disciplinary experience, he has advised clients on their different strategic matters. He is a strong believer of diversity & inclusion and has mentored many professionals to drive their goals. He has also mentored select start-ups and upcoming entrepreneurs. Atul is on the Board of The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) in Delhi and a member of the Board of the American Chamber of Commerce in India (AMCHAM). He is also on the Advisory Board of the Confederation of the British Industry in India and advises U.S. India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) for various India-focused campaigns. He is a Chartered Accountant and an Economics graduate from the University of Delhi. 

Speakers: 

· Mr Ravi Bhatnagar, Director External Affairs and Partnerships SOA, Reckitt
Ravi Bhatnagar leads External Affairs and Partnerships at Reckitt (SOA), Before this role, he was leading the same function for the AMESA region at Reckitt. He is a qualified Independent Director (Institute of Directors) and sits on various commissions and committees at ASSOCHAM, UKIBC, CBI, FICCI-ISC, among others. At Reckitt, he is a member of the Global Corporate Affairs and Sustainability Leadership Team. In recognition of Reckitt’s exemplary work in social impact, he is in the WTO Hall of Fame and a recipient of the President of India Medal. Before joining Reckitt, Mr Bhatnagar worked in challenging leadership positions in several organizations, including Clinton Health Access Initiative, DFID, World Bank. He is an Alumni of TISS Mumbai and Life Founding member of Leaders’ Excellence Harvard Square. 

· Mr Maninder Singh Nayyar, CEO & Director, CEF Group 
Maninder Singh Nayyar is a young enthusiastic scholar, visionary leader, dynamic entrepreneur and a social reformist with desire to develop the nation through various initiatives and endeavours in Renewable Energy, Power, Ayurveda, Technology, Education, Skill Development and Social Work. Recently, his passion and well-orchestrated efforts has given him the esteemed position of Chairman, National Council on Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in ASSOCHAM as a result of his immense and selfless hard work for society. With the mission to build a society for mankind where each and every human being can write his own success story, he is set forth to meet all the challenges & indefatigable pave the way for new developments for the youth of the nation. He is truly a discerning professional in the field of management and a widely respected transformational leader.
· Dr Sujeet Ranjan, Associate Director, Tata Trusts
Dr Sujeet Ranjan has been associated with public health sector for more than two decades. His experience includes large-scale programme management, policy advocacy and partnership management. Dr Sujeet Ranjan is associated with Tata Trusts as Associated Director. Prior to this, Dr Sujeet has worked as Executive Director, Coalition for Food and Nutrition Security (CFNS), Director – CARE India and Chief Operating Officer – Swasthya Management and Research Institute, Hyderabad. He has also undergone International Fellowship Program on Visionary Leadership. Has undertaken the international fellowship on leadership at the Centre for African Family Studies (CAFS), Nairobi, Kenya, and with the NFPCB, Government of Indonesia, Jakarta.

· Ms Deepa Menon, Senior Vice President and Founder Head, PVR Nest
Deepa Menon is a seasoned professional with 18 years of developmental experience in social sector stakeholder relations and management, corporate social responsibility, programme, financial and budgeting management, social and development communication, public and corporate and the , governmental affairs. She joined PVR Cinemas Ltd in 2006 and is the founder head of PVR NEST, a CSR initiative of PVR Ltd which partners with local communities and builds its capacities to mitigate the issues and challenges the communities face. She is also currently managing the Corporate Communications for PVR. She started her development career with Katha a non-profit organization working with the government on education and social development and Indian literature and later moved into well-known International non-profit sector (INGO) - Heinrich Boell Foundation, Action Aid International and USAID – South Asian Regional Equity Program. She has international diplomas on Corporate Sustainability from the Harvard Business School (HBS) Massachusetts, Boston, United States AID agency (International Volunteer Programme) and Swedish Institute of Management program, Sweden Embassy.

· Mr Anurag Pratap, Vice President & Head CSR, Capgemini India
Anurag Pratap has over 24 years of experience in CSR, and community development.  At present, he anchors CSR at Capgemini India. Over the past two decades plus, he has worked with various grassroot, donor, UN, and research Agencies and Corporates. His core competency lies in long-term strategic planning and vision-building among diverse stakeholder groups. He specializes in leading organization towards change and transition management in social development space. Author of various articles on development issues and challenges, Anurag is also a recipient of several awards and recognitions. He speaks frequently at various academic institutes, seminars and workshops on social development and sustainability issues and strategies to address them. 

· Mr Gambhir Agrawal, Head, CSR, Relaxo
Gambhir Agrawal started his journey 15 years ago as a young volunteer and choose Social Work as a career over his family business. As CSR Head at Relaxo Footwear Limited, he is aligning the companies intent to benefit the marginalized section of society and plays a key role in project expansion and enhancement of quality standards and system. Gambhir is a member of various committees and bodies and believes that working for social causes is the greatest contribution in any capacity.

· Mr Rahul Agrawal, Director, Intellecap
Rahul Agrawal has over 20 years of experience in strategy development and investment planning with expertise in the social development sector. Prior to joining Intellecap, he was the Director at NRMC, an evidence based impact advisory and research firm. His entrepreneurial zeal is guided by the belief that creative disruption through constant innovation is the key to creating large scale impact. In the development sector, Rahul is committed to applying innovative management approaches in solving complex human development issues with an aim to design programmes and processes that enable inclusive growth. Over the last two decades, Rahul has led on projects worth over a billion dollars, paving the way for innovative and adaptable solutions for various development challenges. Rahul is passionate about redefining development narratives to design and curate solutions to drive development beyond addressing marginalisation. In his past experience, Rahul has designed and executed greenfield projects in the areas of health, nutrition and education. He has led on evaluation of programmes supported by Corporates, National and Local governments in India and South Asia, Multilateral and Bilateral agencies and civil society organizations on enhancing rural livelihoods, improving last mile delivery of services for poor and vulnerable communities, and enabling access to social protection.




	SPECIAL SESSION | 11:30 A.M. – 01:00 P.M.

Why legal awareness and legal literacy for girls is important for building back better?

[bookmark: _Hlk89253098]Hon'ble Justice Madan B Lokur, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India
Justice Madan B Lokur is a former judge of the Supreme Court of India and presently a judge of the Supreme Court of Fiji. He was appointed as Additional Solicitor General of India in 1998 and a Judge of Delhi High Court in February, 1999. He was the Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court and Chief Justice of the High Court of Andhra Pradesh. He was appointed as a Judge of the Supreme Court on 4th June, 2012 and retired on 30th December, 2018. He was the one-Man Committee to suggest improvements in the working of the homes and organisations under the Juvenile Justice Act. He was a member and later Chairperson of the Mediation and Conciliation Project Committee of the Supreme Court, Chairperson of the E-Committee of the Supreme Court and Executive Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee and the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).

[bookmark: _Hlk89253473]Shri J.V.R. Prasada Rao, Former Health Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India and Member Secretary, Plan India Governing Board
JVR Prasada Rao is a Former Health Secretary, Government of India and Director General, National AIDS Control Organisation. He has made immense contributions in strengthening the health sector and in formulating India’s response to HIV/AIDS. He is a strong regional voice for prioritising public health in national policies in India and other Asian countries. Mr Rao was invited to join as the Regional Director of UNAIDS where he led the UN response to AIDS in Asia Pacific countries. He has also held eminent positions in the UN as Special Envoy to the Secretary General, United Nations, and as the Regional Director of UNAIDS for the Asia Pacific region. He facilitated discussions on inclusion of AIDS elimination as a Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) for 2030 which was finally adopted in the UNGA declaration on SDGs in 2015. Mr Rao is also a former Commissioner Secretary of a Global Commission on HIV and Law initiated by UNDP.





	PLENARY FOR WAY FORWARD | 02:00 – 03:30 P.M.

Summary of the key recommendations from the Thematic Sessions 

Chair: Ms Preeti Sudan, Former Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India
Preeti Sudan, retired as Union Health Secretary in July, 2020, after nearly thirty seven fruitful years, especially the last six months, during which she handled the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to this, she was Secretary, Department of Food & Public Distribution.

She also served in Women and Child Development & Defence Ministries. In the State, she handled Finance and Planning, Disaster Management, Tourism and Agriculture. She is M.Phil in Economics and MSc in Social Policy and Planning from LSE. Amongst her notable contributions have been initiating two major flagship programmes of the country i.e. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Ayushman Bharat, Legislation on National Medical Commission, Amendments to the MTP Act, Allied Health Professionals Commission and Ban of E-cigarettes. 
	
Ms. Sudan was also Consultant with World Bank. She served as Chair of COP-8 of Framework Convention on Tobacco Control; Vice Chair of Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health; Chair of Global Digital Health Partnership, and member of WHO’s Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. 

Respective Session Chairs present the key recommendations from the four thematic sessions 

· Dr Indira Chakravarty, Padma Shri and Public Health Specialist
Dr Indira Chakravarty is a renowned academician and her entire efforts have been targeted towards using scientific evidence for improving basics of public health related to environmental science, nutrition and food security, food safety, water, sanitation and hygiene. Prof Indira Chakravarty has the highest degrees in academics which are Ph.D and D.Sc in Science. She is a Fellow of several renowned National and International scientific bodies including International Medical Science Academy, International Water Academy, Institution of Chemists, International College of Applied Nutrition (USA), National Environmental Sciences Academy, Indian Public Health Association. Prof Indira Chakravarty received the prestigious Padmashri award from the President of India in 2014 for her lifelong achievements. She is recipient of the prestigious highest Eduardo Sauma Award from FAO of the United Nations on her work with Street Foods, Presidents Global Leadership award in Public Health, United States of America from USF in 2009, Indira Gandhi National Priyadarshini Award, Uday award for life time achievement, Uday from Rotary International and many more. She studied at the Presidency College and then the Science College in Kolkata and was subsequently trained as a WHO fellow in several renowned organizations and universities in the U.S. She has been affiliated to prominent government organisations in the country. 

She also serves as a Director or Chairperson of advisory bodies of national and state level government departments, UN agencies, NGO and CSR programmes (for examples refer below from bio sent by Mra Chakravarty). Additionally, she is a Member, Advisory Board on Water Week, Singapore Water Convention, PUB, Govt. of Singapore and Member, International Board of Advisers, International Inst. of Global Health, United Nations University (UNU). Formerly she was the Addl. Director General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family welfare, GOI; Director & Dean, All India Inst. of Hygiene and Public Health, MOHFW, GOI.

· Dr Sanjai Bhatt, Professor, Delhi School of Social Work, University of Delhi
Dr Sanjai Bhatt is a highly proactive academician and is presently working as Professor of Social Work at Delhi School of Social Work, University of Delhi since 2001. Dr Bhatt has been into teaching, conducted research and implementing action based projects from last 44 years. He has also taught in the Department of Social Work at various other universities. He is associated with a number of social movements and civil society organizations such as Center for Community Economics and Development Consultant Society (CECOEDECON) in Jaipur, South Asian Network for Sustainable Agriculture and Development (SANSAD) in New Delhi, South Asia Partnership (SAP India) and Association of Schools of Social Work in India (ASSWI). He is one of the founder members of Delhi based advocacy group PAIRVI, NGO SOHAM and Treasurer of National Association of Professional Workers in India (NAPSWI). He has been an elected Executive member of International Committee of NGO Forum of Asian Development Bank based in Philippines. Presently, he is involved as a national convener of a country-wide campaign to enact a legislation for Council for Social Work Education. 

· Dr Renu Golwalkar, Director, Gender, youth and social inclusion, Engender Health
Dr Renu Golwalkar is Director for Gender, Youth and Social Inclusion with EngenderHealth and she provides technical leadership and support to countries in Africa and Asia. She has over 18 years of experience in gender transformative and youth friendly programming in the context of Sexual and Reproductive Health, Gender based Violence, male engagement, women’s economic empowerment and life skills. Dr Golwalkar has a Doctorate (PhD) in Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) for young people and Masters in Social Work. She has extensive experience of multi-sectoral GBV response work, with special focus on engaging women, men, communities and the health systems. In her professional experience, she has focused on demystifying and simplifying the models and frameworks for gender transformative change and building capacity of teams. 

Towards a National Action Plan for Build Back Better with Girls

· Dr Zoya Ali Rizvi, Deputy Commissioner (Adolescent Health), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 
Dr Zoya Ali Rizvi is a meritorious and hardworking doctor having vast experience of working in the government health sector at various levels in the District, State and National for more than two decades. Dr Rizvi is an alumnus and gold medalist from King George’s Medical College, Lucknow and the London School of Hygiene which deals with the promotive and preventive health care of adolescents in facilities, schools and communities. She also looks after the newly launched School Health and Wellness Programme under Ayushman Bharat (Long-live India) to improve the health seeking behaviour and knowledge. The School Health and Wellness Programme includes age-appropriate incremental learning for gender equitable attitudes, prevention of violence and injuries, improved reproductive health, mental health, safe usage of internet amongst others. These comprehensive health programmes will go a long way in improving the understanding, attitudes and practices of the young boys and girls, thereby paving the way for improving their knowledge and awareness regarding safer health practices in times to come.



· Shri Saurabh Rishi, Senior Specialist, NITI Aayog
Saurabh Rishi is a Senior Specialist (Joint Adviser) in the Data and Strategy division of the Aspirational Districts Programme at NITI Aayog, New Delhi. He is responsible for monitoring and ranking of districts based on KPIs related to Health and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure. As a lateral entrant in the government, Mr Rishi comes with nearly 1.5 decades of rich industry experience in data analytics, consulting and research; specific to Health, Finance & Retail sectors. He has a MBA (Market Research & Analysis and has also done the Executive Programme in Business Analytics & Intelligence from IIM Bangalore.

· Mr Parul Soni, Founder and Global Managing Partner, Thinkthrough Consulting
Parul Soni has been instrumental in providing strategic leadership to large development programmes at country and regional levels with international and national organizations. With over 24 years of experience, he has driven major programmes in areas of cross-sectoral partnerships and institutional networks, inclusive community participation, social accountability, and social justice, using his rich and extensive experience in Social Development and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). He was previously a Partner and the Global Co-leader for The not-for-profit organisation at Ernst & Young India LLP (EY). During his career he lent his expertise and leadership to various organizations and associations in India and across the Globe.
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Vinay Jha served in the Indian Administrative Service where as Secretary, Union Ministry of 


Tourism, she led the team on the ‘Incredible India’ campaign. In her assignment as Director to set up 


the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), the conc


ept of Fashion Education was introduced 


for the first time in India. Ms Jha has also served after retirement as Secretary General of the World 
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Mohammed Asif is the Executive Director of Plan India since December 2019 and Chair of the Sphere 


India Executive Committee since 2018.


 


 


He has more than 21 years of development and humanitarian 


experience. He has been 


with Plan India since 2006.


 


 


Prior to Plan India he has worked with Action Aid 


International India. He is the Alumni of the Department of Sociology, Delhi School of Econ


omics, 


University of Delhi, and 


has written several research articles and papers on pov


erty and development, 


urbanisation, good governance and gender equality.
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